
Study Guide for Quizzes 
 
NB:  All dates listed below are century BC/BCE unless otherwise noted.  Assigned readings from the 
Bible are also eligible for the Quotations component; see the handout “TaNaKh/OT: 
Source/Authorship & Date” for background information. 
 
Week 2.  Papyrus Bremner-Rhind (Unknown, 13th-11th); Enuma Elish (Unknown, 18th-7th) 
Chronology:  empires ruling Israel:  Egypt (1200-722); Assyria (722-612); Babylon (612-539); Persia 

(539-333); Greece (333-164); Independent (164-63); Rome (63 BC – 73 CE) 
 
Week 3.  Stories of Gilgamesh (Unknown, 22nd – 11th) 
Chronology:  empires ruling Israel:  Egypt (1200-722); Assyria (722-612); Babylon (612-539); Persia 

(539-333); Greece (333-164); Independent (164-63); Rome (63 BC – 73 CE) 
Geography:  HCSB Map 2:  Egyptian Empire, Hittite Empire, Babylon, Assyria 
 
Week 4.  The Two Brothers (Unknown, 13th) 
Chronology:  empires ruling Israel:  Egypt (1200-722); Assyria (722-612); Babylon (612-539); Persia 

(539-333); Greece (333-164); Independent (164-63); Rome (63 BC – 73 CE) 
Geography:  HCSB Map 3:  Reuben, Simeon, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, Gad, Dan, Benjamin, Ephraim, 

Manasseh, Naphtali, Asher 
Prosopography:  see Abraham Family Tree chart on website 
 
Week 5.  Birth Legend of Sargon of Akkad (Unknown, 8th); Stela of Merneptah (Merneptah, 13th); Treaty 

between Hattusilis and Ramses II (Hattusilis III, 13th) 
Calendar:  three harvest/pilgrimage festivals:  Pesach (Passover, Spring, Barley Harvest); Shavuot 

(Weeks/Pentacost, Summer, Wheat Harvest); Sukkot (Booths/Tabernacles, Fall, Olive Harvest) 
Chronology:  empires ruling Israel:  Egypt (1200-722); Assyria (722-612); Babylon (612-539); Persia 

(539-333); Greece (333-164); Independent (164-63); Rome (63 BC – 73 CE) 
Geography:  HCSB Map 2:  Egyptian Empire, Hittite Empire, Babylon, Assyria 
Prosopography:  Sargon of Akkad; Akhenaten; Ramses II; Merneptah 
 
Week 6.  Code of Hammurabi (Hammurabi, 18th cent.); Deir ‘Alla Inscriptions (Unknown, 8th); 

“Abominations of Leviticus” (Douglas, 20th AD) 
Chronology:  events:  Fall of Israel (722); Siege of Jerusalem (701); Battle of Ninevah (612); Battle of 

Carchemish (605); First Exile (597/6); Fall of Jerusalem / Second Exile (587/6); Edict of Cyrus 
(539) 

Geography:  HCSB Map 3:  Asher; Zebulun; Naphtali; Issachar; Manasseh; Ephraim; Dan; Benjamin; 
Gad; Reuben; Simeon; Judah; Moab 

 
  



Week 7.  Inscription of King Mesha (Mesha or Unknown, 9th) 
Chronology:  archeological periods:  Late Bronze I (1550-1400), Late Bronze II (1400-1200), Early Iron 

(1200-900) 
Chronology:  events:  Fall of Israel (722); Siege of Jerusalem (701); Battle of Ninevah (612); Battle of 

Carchemish (605); First Exile (597/6); Fall of Jerusalem / Second Exile (587/6); Edict of Cyrus 
(539) 

Geography:  HCSB Map 3:  Asher; Zebulun; Naphtali; Issachar; Manasseh; Ephraim; Dan; Benjamin; 
Gad; Reuben; Simeon; Judah; Moab 

Prosopography:  Joshua; Caleb; Hezekiah; Josiah 
Prosopography:  Judges:  Ehud; Deborah; Gideon; Abimelech; Jephthah; Samson; Micah 
 
Week 8.  Sinuhe (Unknown, 18th-12th cent.); Tell Dan Stele (Unknown, 9th cent.); Kurkh Monolith 

(Shalmaneser III, 9th cent.); Annals of Sargon II (Sargon II, 8th cent.); Sennacherib’s Siege of Jerusalem 
(Sennacherib, 8th-7th) 

Chronology:  events:  Fall of Israel (722); Siege of Jerusalem (701); Battle of Ninevah (612); Battle of 
Carchemish (605); First Deportation (597/6); Fall of Jerusalem / Second Deportation (587/6); 
Edict of Cyrus (539) 

Geography:  HCSB Map 5:  Judah; Israel; Philistia; Edom; Moab; Ammon; Syria; Phoenicia 
Prosopography:  HCSB p. 500:  note esp. in Israel:  Jeroboam I; Omri; Hoshea; note esp. in Judah:  

Solomon; Rehoboam; Ahaz; Hezekiah; Manasseh; Josiah; Zedekiah 
Prosopography:  Sargon II; Sennacherib; Nebuchadnezzar; Cyrus 
 
Week 9.  Cyrus Cylinder (Cyrus, 6th); Jedaniah Archive: Recommendation Request (Jedaniah, 5th) 
Chronology:  events:  Edict of Cyrus (539); 2nd Temple Built (517/6); 2nd Wave Return (450s) 
Geography:  HCSB Map 9:  Yahud; Idumea; Samaria; Galilee; Ashdod; Ammon; Moab; Gilead 
Prosopography:  Cyrus; Joshua (the High Priest); Zerubabbel; Artaxerxes; Ezra; Nehemiah 
 
Week 10.  Eloquent Peasant (Unknown, 20th-17th); Mesad Hashavyahu Ostracon (7th); Commentary on 

Isaiah (Ibn-Ezra, 12th AD) 
Chronology:  archeological periods: Early Iron (1200-900), Middle Iron (900-600) 
Chronology:  events:  Fall of Israel (722); Siege of Jerusalem (701) 
Geography:  HCSB Map 5:  Judah; Israel; Philistia; Edom; Moab; Ammon; Syria; Phoenicia 
Prosopography:  8th century prophets:  Amos, Hosea, Micah, Isaiah 
Prosopography:  Sargon II; Isaiah; Hezekiah; Sennacherib 
 
Week 11.  Kuntillet ‘Arjud: Pithos 1 & 2 (Unknown, 9th-8th); Khirbet El-Qom (Unknown, 8th) 
Chronology:   empires ruling Israel:  Egypt (1200-722); Assyria (722-612); Babylon (612-539); Persia 

(539-333); Greece (333-164); Independent (164-63); Rome (63 BC – 73 CE) 
Chronology:  events:  Edict of Cyrus (539); 2nd Temple Built (517/6) 
Geography:  HCSB Map 7:  Judah; Edom; Moab; Ammon; Assyrian Empire 
Prosopography:  Exilic prophets:  Jeremiah, Ezekiel 
Prosopography:  Nebuchadnezzar; Cyrus 



Week 12.  no non-canonical texts 
Chronology:   empires ruling Israel:  Egypt (1200-722); Assyria (722-612); Babylon (612-539); Persia 

(539-333); Greece (333-164); Independent (164-63); Rome (63 BC – 73 AD) 
Chronology:  events:  Alexander’s conquest of Israel (331); Antiochus’ assimilation program (167); 

Maccabean Re-dedication of Temple (164) 
Geography:  HCSB map 9:  Yahud; Idumea; Samaria; Galilee; Ashdod; Ammon; Moab; Gilead 
Prosopography:  Post-exilic prophets:  Haggai; Zechariah; Malachi; Joel 
Prosopography:  Cyrus; Joshua (the High Priest); Zerubabbel; Artaxerxes; Ezra; Nehemiah 
 
Week 13.  Lamentation over Sumer and Ur (Unknown, 21st-20th) 
Chronology:  periods:  1st Temple (10th-587); Babylonian Exile (597/87-539); 2nd Temple (517-70 AD) 
Psalm-Types:  Todah; Hymn; Enthronement; Temple; Wisdom; Torah; Lament 
 
Week 14.  Instruction of Amenemope (Amenemope, 13th-11th cent.); Babylonian Theodicy (Unknown, 9th-

6th) 
Chronology:   empires ruling Israel:  Egypt (1200-722); Assyria (722-612); Babylon (612-539); Persia 

(539-333); Greece (333-164); Independent (164-63); Rome (63 BC – 73 AD) 
Geography:  HCSB Map 2:  Egyptian Empire, Hittite Empire, Babylon, Assyria 
 
Week 15.  Egyptian Love Poems (Unknown, 13th-12th); Excerpts on Song (Rabbis, 2nd-6th AD); 

Commentary on the Song (Origen, 3rd AD) 
Calendar:  Megillot:  Pesach (Passover, Song of Songs); Shavuot (Weeks/Pentacost, Ruth); Tisha b’Av 

(9th of Av, Lamentations); Sukkot (Booths/Tabernacles, Ecclesiates); Purim (Dice/Lots, Esther) 
Chronology:   empires ruling Israel:  Egypt (1200-722); Assyria (722-612); Babylon (612-539); Persia 

(539-333); Greece (333-164); Independent (164-63); Rome (63 BC – 73 AD) 
 
Week 16.  Prayer of Nabonidus (Unknown, 1st cent.) 
Calendar:  Rabbinic holidays:  Tisha b’Av (Destruction of Temple, 587 BC & 70 AD); Rosh HaShanah 

(New Year); Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement); Chanukhah (“Rededication” of Temple, 164 BC) 
Chronology:   empires ruling Israel:  Egypt (1200-722); Assyria (722-612); Babylon (612-539); Persia 

(539-332); Ptolemaic Greeks (331-198); Seleucid Greeks (198-164); Independent (164-63); Rome 
(63 BC – 73 AD) 

Chronology:  events:  Alexander’s conquest of Israel (331); Antiochus IV’s assimilation program (167); 
Maccabean Re-dedication of Temple (164) 

Geography:  HCSB Map 11:  Judea; Idumea; Samaria; Philistia; Galilee; Galaaditis; Gaulanitis 
Prosopography:  Maccabean Family Tree (HCSB 1479):  Mattathias; Judas Maccabeus; John Hyrcanus; 

Alexander Jannaeus; Alexandra; Mariamme 
  



Study Guide for Quizzes:  Language (Hebrew and Scholarly Terms) 
 
NB.  The Hebrew terms below include the Masoretic (10th cent. AD/CE) vowel points, reflecting 
traditional Jewish pronunciation.  The transliterations do not include these vowels, more authentically 
reflecting Hebrew as a consonantal script. 
 

Week 2. tyviarEB. (br’šyt, in the beginning) – ~yhil{a / (ʾlhym, God) – ar"B' (brʾ, he created) – ~d"a'/ (ʾdm, 
human) – hm'd"a] (ʾdmh, ground) – hw"hy > (yhwh, LORD) – rk"z" (zkr, male) – hb'qen> (nqvh, female) – tb;v' 
(švt, he rested) – tB;v; (šbt, Sabbath) – rc,yYI (yyṣr, he formed) – rc,yE (yṣr, inclination) – vyai (ʾyš, man) – 
hV'ai (ʾšh, woman) – rz<[E (ʿzr, helper) – hW"x; (ḥwh, Eve) – creatio ex nihilo (creation out of nothing) 
 

Week 3.  !yIq; (qyn, Cain) – lb,h, (hvl, Abel) – tve (št, Seth) – %Anx] (ḥnwk, Enoch) – ry[i (ʿyr, city) – x:nO 
(nḥ, Noah) – ~ve (šm, Shem) – lb,B' (bvl, Babel) – etiology (cause or origin of something) 
 

Week 4.  xr:T' (trḥ, Terah) – !r"h' (hrn, Haran) – jAl (lwṭ, Lot) – ~r"b.a; (ʾvrm, Abram) – hr"f' (śrh, Sarah) 
– rg"h' (hgr, Hagar)  – la[em'v.yI (yšmʿʾl, Ishmael) –  qx'c.yI (yṣḥq, Isaac) – hq"b.rI (rvqh, Rebekah) – wf'[e 
(ʿśw, Esau) – bqo[]Y: (yʿqv, Jacob) / laer"f.yI (yśrʾl, Israel) – ha'le (lʾh, Leah) – lxer" (rḥl, Rachel) – !beWar> 
(rʾwvn, Reuben) – !A[m.vi (šmʿwn, Simeon) – ywIle (lwy, Levi) – hd"Why> (yhwdh, Judah) – rk'XF'yI (yśśkr, 
Issachar) – !Wlbuz> (zvlwn, Zebulun) – hn"ydI (dynh, Dinah) – !D" (dn, Dan) – yliT'p.n: (nftly, Naphtali) – dg" 
(gd, Gad) – rvea' (ʾšr, Asher) – @seAy (ywsf, Joseph) – !miy"n>bi (bnymn, Benjamin) – ~yIr"p.a, (ʾfrym, 
Ephraim) – hV,n:m. (mnšh, Manasseh) – amphictyony (league of clans or states) – endogamy (marriage 
within clan or tribe) – ethnocentrism (belief in the superiority of one’s ethnic group)  

 

Week 5. tAmv. (šmwt, Names = Exodus) – hv,mo (mšh, Moses) – hv'm ' (mšh, he draws out) – !roh]a; (ʾhrn, 
Aaron) – ~y"r>mi (mrym, Miriam) – h[or>P; (prʿh, Pharaoh, or ‘House’) – hr"p.vi (šfrh, Shiphrah) – h['WP 
(pwʿh, Puah) – Art.yI (ytrw, Jethro) – hr"Poci (ṣprh, Zipporah) – ~vor>GE (gršm, Gershom) – hl'Wm (mwlh, 
circumcision) – xs;P, (psḥ, Passover) – tyrIB. (bryt, covenant) – brExo (ḥrv, Horeb) – yn"ysi (syny, Sinai) – 
hw"c.Mi (mṣwh; commandment) – hr"AT (twrh, instruction, law) – suzerain-vassal covenant (ancient treaty 
between a sovereign state and a subordinate group) 

 

Week 6.  ar"q.YIw: (wyqrʾ, And he summoned = Leviticus) – rB:d>miB. (bmdbr, In the wilderness = 
Numbers) –  ~yrIb'D>h; (hdvrym, the words = Deuteronomy) – tdU[eh' !Ara] (ʾrwn hʿdt, ark of the 
testimony) – ~yvid"Q\h; vd<qo (qdš hqdšym, holy of holies) – xr:qo (qrḥ, Korah) – !t'd" (dtn, Dathan) – 
~r"ybia] (ʾvyrm, Abiram) – sx'n>yPi( (pynḥs, Phinehas) – ~['l.Bi (blʿm, Balaam) – vAdq' (qdwš; holy) – 
rx;b.yI-rv,a] ~AqM'h; (hmqwm ʾšr-yvḥr, the place he will choose) – hl'l'Q.h;w> hk'r"B.h; (hbrkh whqllh, 
blessing and curse) – dx'a, hw"hy> Wnyhel{a/ hw"hy> laer"f.yI [m;v. (šmʿ yśrʾl yhwh ʾlhynw yhwh ʾḥd, Hear, O 
Israel, YHWH our God, YHWH is one) – ordeal (use of mortal danger to determine guilt or innocence) 

 



Week 7.  ~yaiybin> (nvyʾym, prophets) – [:vuAhy> (yhwšʿ, Joshua) – bleK' (klv, Caleb) – ~r<xe (ḥrm, devoted to 
destruction) – ~yjip.vo (šfṭym, Judges) – dWhae (ʾhwd, Ehud) – hr"boD> (dvrh, Deborah) – qr"B' (brq, Barak) 
– !A[d>GI (gdʿwn, Gideon) – %l,m,ybia] (ʾvymlk, Abimelech) – xT'p.yI (yftḥ, Jephthah) – !Avm.vi (šmšwn, 
Samson) – hk'ymi (mykh, Micah) – l[ey" (yʿl, Jael) – rAmx] (ḥmwr, donkey) – ~ynIb'a] (ʾvnym, stones) 
 

Week 8.  ~['b.r"y" (yrvʿm, Jeroboam) – yrIm.[' (ʿmry, Omri) – [:veAh (hwšʿ, Hoshea) – hmol{v. (šlmh, 
Solomon) – ~['b.x;r> (rḥvʿm, Rehoboam) – zx'a' (ʾḥz, Ahaz) – WhY"qiz>xi (ḥzqyhu, Hezekiah) – hV,n:m. (mnšh, 
Manasseh) – WhY"viayO (yʾšyhw, Josiah) – !AYci (ṣywn, Zion) – l[;b; (vʿl, Baal) – corvée (forced labor) 
 

Week 9.  x:yvim. (mšyḥ, Messiah) – vr<Ko (krš, Cyrus) – lb,B'rUz> (zrbvl, Zerubbabel) – ar"z>[, (ʿzrʾ, Ezra) – 
hy"m.x,n> (nḥmyh, Nehemiah) – ~ymiY"h; yrEb.DI (dvry hymym, the words of the days = Chronicles) – dAbK' 
(kvwd, glory) – endogamy (marriage within clan or tribe) 

 

Week 10.  sAm[' (ʿmws, Amos) – [:veAh (hwšʿ, Hosea) – hk'ymi (mykh, Micah) – Why"[.v;y> (yšʿyhw, Isaiah) – 
hy"n>p;c. (ṣfnyh, Zephaniah) – ~Wxn: (nḥwm, Nahum) – hw"hy> rm:a' hKo (kh ʾmr yhwh, thus says YHWH) – 
ykinOa' aybin"-al{ (lʾ-nvyʾ ʾnky, not a prophet am I) – lae WnM'[i (ʿmnw ʾl, Immanuel) – bWvy" ra"v. (šʾr yšwv, 
Shear-Jashub) – zB; vx' ll'v' rhEm; (mhr šll ḥš bz, Maher-shalal-hash-baz) 
 

Week 11.  qWQb;x] (ḥvqwq, Habakkuk) – Why"m.r>yI (yrmyhw, Jeremiah) – hr"vea] (ʾšrh, Asherah) – 
hw"hy> lk;yhe (hykl yhwh, YHWH’s temple) – laqez>x,y> (yḥzqʾl, Ezekiel) – hb'K'r>m, (mrkvh, chariot) 
 

Week 12.  yG:x; (ḥgy, Haggai) – hy"r>k;z> (zkryh, Zechariah) – hy"d>b;[o) (ʿvdyh, Obadiah) – ykia'l.m; (mlʾky, 
Malachi) – ~ytiyZEh; yleB]vi yTev. (šty šbly hzytym, two shoots of olive) – ~t'Ax (ḥwtm, signet ring) –  
!ymiAy qyTi[; (ʿtyq ywmyn, Ancient of Days) – vn"a/ rb:K. (kvr ʾnš, like a son of man) –  
~mevo #WQvi (šqwṣ šmm, abomination of desolation) – angelus interpres (interpreting angel) 
 

Week 13.  ~ybiWtK. (ktwvym, Writings) – ~yLihiT. (thlym, Psalms) – hn"yqi (qynh, lament) – hk'yae (ʾykh, 
How? = Lamentations) – hd"AT (twdh, thanks) – ADs.x; ~l'A[l. (lʿwlm ḥsdw, forever his mercy) 
 

Week 14.  ylev.mi (mšly, Proverbs) – bAYai (ʾywv, Job) – tl,h,qo (qhlt, Teacher = Ecclesiastes) – %WrB' 
(brwk, Baruch) – hm'k.x' (ḥkmh, Wisdom) – hypostasis (personification) 
 

Week 15.  ~yrIyVih; ryvi (šyr hšyrym, Song of Songs) – tWr (rwt, Ruth) – rTes.a, (ʾstr, Esther) – hN"v;Av 
(šwšnh, Susanna) – tydIWhy> (yhwdyt, Judith) – allegory (symbolic narrative) 
 

Week 16.  laYEnID" (dnyʾl, Daniel) – hy"r>z:[] (ʿzryh, Azariah) – hn"Ay (ywnh, Jonah) – novella (short story) –   
hw"hy> ~liaeB' hk'mok'-ymi (my-kmkh bʾlm yhwh, Who is like you among the Gods, YHWH?) 



Historical Timeline of Ancient Israel 
 
(n) - event(s) not corroborated in non-canonical literature and/or archeological findings 
(p) - event(s) partially corroborated in non-canonical literature and/or archeological findings 
 
 
Major Eras 
 
c.1800-c.1600 BCE Patriarchal Period (n) 
c.1700-c1550 BCE Hyksos in Egypt 
c.1600-c.1250 BCE Israelites in Egypt (n) 
c.1300-c.1250 BCE Moses, Exodus, Sinai, Wilderness (n) 
c.1250-1200 BCE Conquest/Settlement of Highlands (p?) 
c.1200-c.1020 BCE Tribal Federation under Judges (n) 
c.1020-922 BCE United Monarchy (n) 
c.922-722 BCE  Northern Kingdom of Israel (p) 
c.922-586 BCE  Southern Kingdom of Judah (p) 
586-539 BCE  Babylonian Rule 
539-331 BCE  Persian Rule 
331-164 BCE  Greek Rule (Ptolemaic, 331-198; Seleucid, 198-164) 
164-63 BCE  Jewish Independence under Hasmonean Dynasty 
63 BCE - 73 CE Roman Rule 
 
  



Major Events 
 
c.1000-c.961 BCE Kingship of David (p); foundation of Jerusalem as capital 
c.961-c.922 BCE Kingship of Solomon (p); First Temple built 
c.922 BCE  Kingdom Divides (n) 

- Israel (north, under Jeroboam) 
- Judah (south, under Rehoboam) 

722/721 BCE  Assyrian conquest of Israel (north) 
 716-687  Kingship of Hezekiah; centralization policies 
701 BCE  Assyrian siege of Jerusalem 
640-609 BCE  Kingship of Josiah; Deuteronomic reforms 
597/596 BCE  Babylonian invasion; 1st wave of deportees 
587/6 BCE  Babylonian conquest; First Temple destroyed; 2nd wave of deportees 
539 BCE  Edict of Cyrus; 1st wave of exiles return 
516 BCE  Second Temple rebuilt; Haggai; Zechariah 
450s BCE   2nd wave of exiles return; Ezra; Nehemiah; rebuilding of walls 
331 BCE  Alexander the Great conquers Judea 
167 BCE  Antiochus IV dedicates temple to Zeus; Maccabean revolt begins 
164 BCE  Maccabean victory; Temple (Re-)Dedicated 
63 BCE  Pompey captures Jerusalem 
37-4 BCE  Kingship of Herod 
c.30 CE  Execution of John the Baptist and Jesus of Nazareth 
66-73 CE  Jewish revolt 
70 CE   Second Temple destroyed; end of Jewish state/province  
70s CE   Rabbinic Assembly established in Yavneh by Yohanan ben Zakkai 
132-136 CE  Jewish revolt under Simeon bar-Kochba 

 



TaNaKh / Old Testament Books:  Source/Authorship & Date  
 
NB:  All dates are BC/BCE unless otherwise noted and refer to the times of the edition / compilation of 
the respective book or collection.  Also note that this list does not account for a variety of potential 
smaller redactions (i.e., less than a few chapters of material) and their respective dates. 
 

Format:  Title -- Author/Source, date (century) 
 
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy -- J, E, D, P, H; 5th 

Joshua, Judges, 1-2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings -- D, 7th 
cent. 

Isaiah -- chs. 1-23,28-39, Isaiah, 8th; chs. 40-55, 
unknown, 6th; chs. 56-66, unknown, 5th  

Jeremiah -- Baruch, 6th cent. 

Ezekiel -- Ezekiel, 6th cent. 

Hosea -- Hosea, 8th cent. 

Joel -- Joel, 5th cent. 

Amos -- Amos, 8th cent. 

Obadiah -- Unknown, 6th cent. 

Jonah -- Unknown, 5th cent. 

Micah -- Micah, 8th cent. 

Nahum -- Unknown, 7th cent. 

Habbakuk -- Habakkuk, 6th cent.  

Zephaniah -- Zephaniah, 7th cent. 

Haggai -- Haggai, 6th cent. 

Zechariah -- chs. 1-8, Zechariah; chs. 9-14, 
Unknown; 5th cent. 

Malachi -- Unknown, 5th cent. 

Psalms -- Unknown, 5th cent. 

Proverbs -- Unknown, 5th cent. 

Job -- Unknown, 4th cent. 

Song of Songs -- Unknown, 9th cent. 

Ruth -- Unknown, 5th cent. 

Lamentations -- Unknown, 6th cent. 

Ecclesiastes -- Unknown, 3rd cent. 

Esther -- Unknown, 3rd cent. 

Daniel -- Unknown, 2nd cent. 

Ezra-Nehemiah -- Unknown, 5th cent. 

Chronicles -- Unknown, 5th 

Tobit -- Unknown, 3rd cent. 

Judith -- Unknown, 2nd cent. 

Susanna -- Unknown, 2nd cent. 

Prayer of Azariah -- Unknown, 2nd cent. 

Bel and the Dragon -- Unknown, 2nd cent. 

1 Maccabees -- Unknown, 2nd cent.   

2 Maccabees -- Unknown, 2nd cent. 

Baruch  -- Unknown, 2nd cent. 

Ben Sirach (or Ecclesiasticus) -- Jesus, 2nd cent. 

Wisdom of Solomon -- Unknown, 1st cent. 

Epistle of Jeremiah  -- Unknown, 3rd  

  



TaNaKh / Old Testament Books Addendum:  Clues to Pentateuchal Sources 

 

J – Yahwist; 10th cent.; divine name = the LORD God = (YHWH Elohim); anthropomorphisms; folk-tale 

style; Judean-based (the south); primal and patriarch stories; Isaac spared; burning bush; Song of the 

Sea; Ritual Decalogue (Exod. 34:10-26); Sinai;  

E – Elohist; 9th cent.; divine name = God = (Elohim); Ephraim-based (Israel, or the north); focused on 

patriarch Ephraim, and later Joshua; folk-tale style; patriarch stories, prominence of Shiloh, negative 

toward Jerusalem priesthood (Aaron); angelic mediators instead of theophanies; Isaac sacrificed; Joseph 

court tales; Ethical Decalogue (Exod. 20) & Covenant Code; Horeb;  

D – Deuteronomist; 7th cent.; divine name = the LORD your (sg.) God = (YHWH Eloheka); primacy of 

love; the shema; blessings & curses; centrality of Jerusalem (“the place I will choose”); Torah meditation, 

even by king 

P  - Priestly; 6th cent.; divine name = God = (Elohim); counter-Babylonian; Sabbath; genealogies; 

number 7; primal and priestly stories; apodictic and casuistic regulations;  

H -  Holiness; 6th cent.; divine name = the LORD  (YHWH) or the LORD your (pl.) God = (YHWH 

Elohēkem); Lev 17-26 (Holiness Code); apodictic (not casuistic) regulations for ritual purity, food, 

sexuality; holiness of land (“will spew you out”) 

 

Pentateuchal Compilation – c. 400 BC/BCE 

 

First Claims to Mosaic authorship of Pentateuch as a whole – c. 2nd cent. BC/CE – 1st cent. AD/CE 

(Philo of Alexandria, 1st cent. AD/CE; perhaps earlier in books of Sirach and/or Baruch) 

 

  



Society of Biblical Literature, Handbook of Style:  Hebrew Transliteration Key (adapted)
 
Consonants 
 

a ʾālep ʾ 

b bêt  v  (B=b) 
 gîmel  g ג

 dālet  d ד

 hê  h ה

 wāw  w ו

 zayin z ז

 ḥêt ḥ ח

 ṭêt ṭ ט

 yôd y י

 kāp k ך כ

 lāmed l ל

 mêm m ם מ

 nûn n ן נ

s sāmek s 

[ ʿayin ʿ 

פ ף   pê  f  (P=p) 
צ ץ  ṣādê ṣ 

q qôp q 

r rêš r 

 (š = שׁ) śîn ś שׂ

 tāw t    ת
 

Vowels 
 

 pataḥ  a בַ 

 furtive pataḥ a בַ 

 qāmeṣ ā בָ 

 Tnal qāmeṣ hê â בָה

 3rd masc. sg. suf. āyw בָיו

 sĕgōl e בֶ 

 ṣērê ē בֵ 

 (êy = בֵיּ) ṣērê yôd ê בֵי

 (êy = בֶיּ) sĕgōl yôd ê בֶי

  short ḥîreq i בִ 

 long ḥîreq ī בִ 

 ḥîreq yôd î בִי

 qāmeṣ ḥāṭûp o בָ 

 ḥōlem ō בֹ

 full ḥōlem ô וֹ

 short qibbûṣ u בֻ 

 long qibbûṣ ū בֻ 

 šûreq û וּ

 ḥāṭēp qāmeṣ ŏ בֳ 

 ḥāṭēp pataḥ ă בֲ 

 ḥāṭēp sĕgŏl ĕ בֱ 

 vocal šĕwă ə בְ 



TaNaKh vs. Old Testament: 
Comparison of Traditional Canonical Count, Order, and Groupings 

 
 
 

TaNaKh or Jewish/Hebrew Bible (24 books in traditional Jewish reckoning) 

Torah, Instruction, Law, Books 
of Moses, Pentateuch (5) 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 

Nevi’im, Prophets (8) 

Deuteronomic History: Joshua, Judges, Samuel (1-2),  
Kings (1-2) 

Major Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel 

Minor Prophets ("The Twelve"): Hosea, Joel, Amos, 
Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 

Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi 

Kethuvim, Writings (11) 

Wisdom/Poetic Literature: Psalms, Proverbs, Job 

Megillot (Festival "Scrolls"): Song of Songs (Pesach), Ruth 
(Shavuot), Lamentations (9th of Av), Ecclesiastes (Sukkot), 

Esther (Purim) 

Historical Literature: Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah,  
Chronicles (1-2) 

 
  



 

Christian Old/First Testament/Covenant 

Pentateuch, Books of Moses, 
The Law (5) 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 

The Prophets (34) 

Former Prophets 
Historical Literature: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1-
2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings, 1-2 Chronicles, Ezra, 

Nehemiah, Esther 

 
Wisdom/Poetic Literature: Job, Psalms, 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon 

Later Prophets 

Major Prophets: 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Lamentations, Ezekiel 

Minor Prophets: 

Daniel; “The Twelve”: 
Hosea, Joel, Amos, 

Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah, Haggai, 
Zechariah, Malachi 

Deutero-Canonical Writings 
(“Apocrypha”) (eo – some 

Eastern churches only) 

Historical/Hagiographical/Polemical: Tobit, Judith, Esther 
(Grk, w/ additions), Additions to Daniel (Prayer of Azariah, 
Susanna, Bel and the Dragon), 1-2 Maccabees, 3-4 Maccabees 

(eo), 3rd Ezra (eo), Letter of Jeremiah (eo) 

Wisdom/Poetic Literature: Wisdom of Solomon, Ecclesiasticus 
(or Wisdom of Jesus Ben Sirach), Baruch, 4th Ezra (eo), Psalm 

151 (eo), Odes (eo) 

 
  



TaNaKh Hebrew Names, Groupings and Order 
 

Grouping Sub-Grouping English Name Hebrew Name Literal Translation1 

Torah 
“Instruction” 
or Pentateuch 

 Genesis B'resheet "In the beginning" 

 Exodus Sh'mot "The names" 

 Leviticus Vayikra "And he called" 

 Numbers B'midbar "In the wilderness" 

 Deuteronomy D'varim "The words" 

Nevi'im 
“Prophets” 

Deuteronomic 
History 

Joshua Y'hoshua  

Judges Shof'tim  

Samuel Sh'mu'el  

Kings M'lakhim  

Major Prophets 

Isaiah Yeshayah  

Jeremiah Yirmeyah  

Ezekiel Yechezk’el  

Minor Prophets 
“The Twelve” 

Hosea Hoshea  

Joel Yo’el  

Amos Amos  

Obadiah Ovadeyah  

Jonah Yonah  

Micah Mikhah  

Nahum Nachum  

Habbakuk Havakuk  

Zephaniah Tz’faneyah  

Haggai Hagai  

Zechariah Z’khareyah  

Malachi Mal’akhi  

Kethuvim 
“Writings” 

Wisdom 
Literature 

Psalms Tehillim "Praises" 

Proverbs Mishlei  

Job Iyov  

Megillot 
“Scrolls” 

Song of Songs Shir Ha-Shirim 

Ruth Ruth  

Lamentations Eikhah "How" 

Ecclesiastes Qoheleth "Teacher" 

Esther Esther  

Historical 
Literature 

Daniel Daniel  

Ezra-Nehemiah Ezra-Nechamyah 

Chronicles 
Divrei Ha-
Yamim "The words of the days" 

                                                 
1 Entries in this column are only made for books for which the English name is itself not a literal translation from the Hebrew. 
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in
ce

 e
ac
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t d
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n 
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ne

 d
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ng
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f I

sr
ae
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a 
sa

fe
gu

ar
d 
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st
om

 o
ri
gi
na

ti
ng
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au
se

 o
f t

he
 d
iff
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ul
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 o
f s

yn
ch
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ni

zi
ng

 fe
st
iv
al
 o
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er
va
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 lo

ng
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an
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he
 c
re

at
io
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of

 th
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m

od
er

n 
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ti
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-s
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te
 o
f I

sr
ae

l h
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 g
iv
en

 r
is
e 
to

 n
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 h
ol

id
ay

s 
w
hi

ch
 h
av

e 
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na

ti
on

al
-h

is
to

ri
ca

l b
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, a
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se

rv
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 b
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Je
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 th
e 
w
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H

ol
id

ay
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in

 b
ol

d 
on

 th
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 o
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va
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it
hi
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er
 g
en
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